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In the winter & spring of 2010, a Delphi survey was electronically distributed to ANHE 
members in order to solicit expert opinion on the most significant ways to advance 
environmental health (EH) nursing in the fields of research, education, and practice.  
While the results of this study have not yet been published, this brief results summary is 
intended to make this information available to the survey community for the purpose of 
agenda-setting discussions. 
 
Summary of the Delphi Survey Process & Results 
 
Methods: 
Two rounds of the Delphi process were used to collect data from ANHE members.  The 
Round 1 survey included 15 open-ended questions.  The themes generated from Round 1 
were then consolidated and presented back to the ANHE respondents in Round 2.  The 
Round 2 survey then asked respondents to rank each theme in terms of its potential for 
impact: some, moderate, or significant. 
 
Analysis: In Round 1, qualitative line-by-line analysis was used to generate a list of 
themes.  In Round 2, those themes that generated responses of ≥ 70% in terms of 
significant potential for impact were deemed the most important areas for inclusion in 
future agenda-setting in the field of EH nursing. 
 
Results: There were 7 themes in the Research category that ≥ 70% of respondents ranked 
as having significant potential for advancing the field of EH nursing.  There were 2 
themes that met these criteria in the Practice category and 5 themes in the Education 
category.  Those results are presented on the reverse side of this page. 
 
 



Abstract 
 

 
N=28 

Significant 
Potential 

RESEARCH  
Study environmental health nursing interventions and their effects 
on public health outcomes and disease prevalence 28 (100.00%) 
Identify evidence-based practices for incorporating EH into 
nursing practice 23 (82.10%) 
Increase funding for EH nursing research 23 (82.10%) 
Study environmental exposures in health care settings and their 
effects on nurses and patients 22(78.60 %) 
Identify evidence-based practices for incorporating EH curricula 
into nursing education 21 (75.00%) 
Increase the publication of research by EH nursing scientists 21 (75.00 %) 
Evaluate EH policies and their effectiveness in protecting human 
health 20 (71.40 %) 
PRACTICE  

Show nurses personal, immediate connections between 
environmental exposures and potential health effects from their 
patients, families, and themselves  

24 (85.7%) 
 

Provide education and outreach to nurses that demonstrates the 
relevance of EH to their practice 

 
20 (71.4%) 

 
EDUCATION  
Include EH content on the NCLEX 22 (78.60%) 
Integrate EH concepts into existing nursing curricula at all levels 
 21 (75.00%) 
Provide a variety of continuing education modules on EH that are 
relevant to different specialties and practice settings 20 (71.40%) 
Provide EH content as centralized online modules, webinars, and 
pod casts so faculty don't have to come up with the material on 
their own 20 (71.40%) 
Secure more grant and governmental monies to fund EH nursing 
education 20 (71.40%) 

 
 


