
2017 State Overview 
Connecticut 

 
Connecticut is robust agricultural state with nursery plants a primary focus of production, 
however there are many state efforts to elevate food crops and promote CT-grown foods. 
The Governor's Council on Agricultural Development (GCAD) is a state department of 
agriculture effort to bring stakeholders together to develop plans to support CT’s food and 
agriculture sector.   The CT Food Systems Alliance is a community-based group working to 
build the CT food system in which HCWH is an active participant.   Finally, buyCTgrown is 
an initiative managed by CitySeed and supported by UCONN extension to secure 
commitments from individuals and organizations to buy 10% of their food locally.  HCWH 
has worked with buyCTgrown to recruit health care institutions to be a part of that 
initiative.  
 
There are a select group of very committed health care institutions in the state that are 
working independently on local and sustainable procurement, however a collective farm to 
health care effort has not coalesced.  In an effort to build healthcare momentum in support 
of a sustainable food system HCWH is hosting a state-wide meeting in collaboration with 
Connecticut Hospital Association, Hartford Food System, and the City of New Haven.  The 
goal of the meeting is to share opportunities for health care to engage in food system action 
in 2017 and beyond.  Additionally, HCWH will participate in the newly formed cross-sector 
farm to institution work group sponsored by the New Haven Food Policy Council and the 
City’s Food System Policy Director. 
 
Key Activities in 2017 
State specific strategies will be developed in collaboration with healthcare, non-profit and 
city partners at the January 9 meeting.  Efforts will likely focus on: 

-  Procurement of local and/ or sustainable foods 
- Coordination across hospital departments to increase effectiveness of food work 
- Enhancement of health care-community partnerships in support of healthy 

community food system. 
 
 
Enhance collaboration with Hartford Food Systems and the City of New Haven to involve 
health care in city-level efforts to support healthy food access. 
 
Work with UConn Extension to promote healthcare participation in  buyCTgrown 10% 
local food commitment 
 
Key Dates for 2017 

● January 9: Statewide health care meeting hosted by CHA. 



● January & February: 2017 HFHC survey 
● March: Nutrition Month, featuring the blended burger 
● April 5-7: Regional Farm to Institution Summit in Leominster, MA 
● July- September: Farm field trip 
● September: Launch Nourished by New England local food program 
● October Yale Food Systems Symposium  
● October 24 Food Day  
● November 13-19: Get Smart Week 

 
Connecticut Food Service Director Listserv: ct-hfhc@hcwh.org 
Lead Coordinator: John Stoddard, jstoddard@hcwh.org 
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