
Date: September 19, 2014 

 

To: University Hospitals leadership 

 

Subject: Support for avoiding the purchase of meat produced using non-therapeutic 

antibiotics for UH food services 

 

Antibiotic overuse contributes to increasing rates of antibiotic resistance in infectious 

organisms.  This creates a growing challenge when treating patients who have infections 

that may be resistant to multiple drugs.  Addressing this challenge is the mission of our 

systemwide antibiotic stewardship program at University Hospitals.  Of note, President 

Obama on September 18, 2014 signed an executive order directing key federal 

departments and agencies to take steps to address the growing challenge of antibiotic 

resistance, and the administration is releasing a National Strategy on Combating 

Antibiotic-Resistant Bacteria.  The directive includes calling on the FDA to take steps to 

limit the use of medically important antibiotics for growth promotion in animal 

agriculture. 
1 

 

About 80% of antibiotics sold in the United States are used in animal agriculture, mostly 

for non-therapeutic purposes (such as growth promotion and routine prophylaxis in 

industrial agricultural settings).
2
  Antibiotics used in animal agriculture are often closely 

related to antibiotics used for human therapy, and there is a growing body of evidence 

that links the overuse of antibiotics in agriculture to antibiotic resistance in human 

pathogens.
3
  Consensus among independent experts and organizations, including the 

United States Institute of Medicine/National Academy of Science and the World Health 

Organization, supports the conclusion that agricultural antibiotic overuse contributes to 

clinically significant bacterial antibiotic resistance.
4,5
  In addition, more than 300 

organizations, including the American Medical Association, American Public Health 

Association, and Infectious Disease Society of America, strongly advocate ending the 

non-therapeutic use of antibiotics in agriculture.
6,7
   

 

Non-therapeutic antibiotic use in agriculture was banned in Sweden in the 1980s, in 

Denmark in the 1990s, and in the European Union in 2006.  Some data from Denmark 

demonstrate that a reduction in bacterial antibiotic resistance was achieved after non-

therapeutic agricultural antibiotic use was banned.
8
 

 

A growing number of US hospitals, schools, and other institutions are seeking to 

purchase meat produced without non-therapeutic antibiotic use.
9,10  

UH’s significant food 

purchasing power, especially when aligned with peers in healthcare, represents an 

important opportunity for us to advocate for improved antibiotic stewardship in 

agriculture.  Our commitment to antibiotic stewardship should extend beyond our 

prescribing practices to our food purchasing practices. 

 

As clinical leaders of our antibiotic stewardship and infection control programs, we 

recommend that UH phase out the purchase of meat produced using non-

therapeutic antibiotics.  We also support communication to internal and external 



stakeholders about the public health importance of non-therapeutic-antibiotic-free meat 

purchasing.   

 

We applaud UH’s engagement in the Healthier Hospitals Initiative Healthier Food 

Challenge, whose outcomes support healthy and sustainable food purchasing that aligns 

with our organization’s healthcare mission.  In particular, we are encouraged by the fact 

that, as of this year, ground beef served at UH is now sourced from a supplier that uses no 

non-therapeutic antibiotics.  We hope that we will build on this success by identifying 

additional opportunities to avoid purchasing meats produced with non-therapeutic 

antibiotics. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ankita Desai, MD 

Medical Director of Antimicrobial Stewardship 

Assistant Professor, Division of Pediatric Infectious Diseases 

UH Rainbow Babies and Children's Hospital 

 

Claudia Hoyen, MD 

Director, Pediatric Infection Control 

Director, Pediatric Innovation 

UH Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital 

Assistant Professor, Department of Pediatrics 

Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine 

 

Ethan Leonard, MD 

Chief Medical Officer & Vice Chair for Quality, 

UH Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital 

Associate Professor, Department of Pediatrics 

 

Amy Ray, MD, MPH 

Chair, University Hospitals Infection Control and Prevention Committee 

Assistant Professor, Division of Infectious Diseases and HIV Medicine 

Case Western Reserve University 

 

Robert A. Salata, MD 

Professor and Executive Vice-Chair, Department of Medicine  

Chief, Division of Infectious Diseases and HIV Medicine 

Case Western Reserve University  

University Hospitals Case Medical Center 
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